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What are your 
options? 

What can you sell? 

Register as a Farm 
Market with Ohio 

Department of Agriculture 
(ODA) 

• fresh unprocessed fruits or vegetables 
• maple syrup, sorghum, or honey [properly labeled] 
• properly labeled products of a cottage food production operation 
• cider and other juices manufactured on site at the farm market [properly 

labeled] 
• raw eggs, raw poultry, and raw non-amenable meat* on the condition that 

those products are offered for sale from the location where the product is 
produced, and further conditioned that, with respect to the eggs, the operator 
annually maintains five hundred or fewer poultry, and with respect to the 
dressed poultry, the operator annually raises and slaughters one thousand or 
fewer poultry 

• commercially prepackaged food that is not potentially hazardous**, on the 
condition that the food is contained in displays, the total space of which 
equals less than one hundred cubic feet on the premises where the person 
conducts business at the farm market 

Operate under the six-
month exemption in the 
Ohio Food Code Section 

3717.22 (B)(5) 

An establishment that offers food contained in displays of less than five hundred 
square feet, and if required to be licensed would be classified as risk level one*** 
pursuant to rules establishing licensing categories for retail food establishments 
adopted under section 3717.33 of the Revised Code, on the condition that the 
establishment offers the food for sale at retail not more than six months in each 
calendar year.  This time period should be consecutive and should be recorded or 
given to the Local Health Department & ODA. 

ODA 
licenses/registrations 

ODA offers various licenses and registrations including bottling, canning, warehouse, 
wholesale, home bakery, small egg, and others. Reach out to them if you are 
interested. Freeze dried candy requires a food processing establishment license. 

Retail Food Establishment 
 

Obtain licensure from the local health department. Some required items are:  
Plumbing - mop sink, handwashing sink, possibly a 3-compartment sink, commercial 
equipment, floors\walls\ceilings smooth and easily cleanable. An annual water 
sample if on a private water well. Refer to the Darke County General Health District 
Plan Review Packet for a full list of requirements. 

 

 

 

Farm Stand Information 

Contact ODA or your local health department with questions. 

ODA (Food Safety): foodsafety@agri.ohio.gov or (614) 728-6250   
ODA (Dairy Division): dairy@agri.ohio.gov or (614) 466-5550 
Darke County General Health District: caitlin.molina@darkecountyhealth.org or (937) 548-4196 ext. 206 

NOTE: With the six-month exemption, you can still register as a farm market and operate the remaining part of the year. 

*Non-amenable meats include rabbit, ratites, buffalo, bison, elk, deer, etc. 

**Potentially hazardous food" means time/temperature controlled for safety food as defined in paragraph (B)(125) of 3717-1. 

***Risk Level one poses potential risk to the public in terms of sanitation, food labeling, sources of food, storage practices, or 
expiration dates. For example, an operation that offers for sale: coffee, fountain drinks, pre-packaged, non-potentially 
hazardous food, or pre-packaged frozen or refrigerated potentially hazardous food.  
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