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What will you learn today?

ÅSome myths about bed bugs

ÅHow to recognize bed bugs

ÅHow to protect yourself from bed bugs

ÅWhat to do if you have bed bugs

ÅTreatment options for bed bugs



The Bed Bug
(Cimex lectularius)

ÅInsects (true bugs)

ÅTypically feed at night

ÅFeed only on blood   

ÅPrefer to feed on humans

ÅAlternate hosts:
rodents, bats, birds, pets 

(cats, dogs, etc.)

Not caused by bad housekeeping!!

BED BUGS CAN HAPPEN TO ANYONE!

ÅCause significant economic, 

physical, & mental distress



http://www.pctonline.com/article/Terminix-top-15-bed-bug-cities-2016

The Most Bed Bug-Infested Cities in the U.S.--2016



Graphicmaps.com



Bed bugs can be found in:

ïApartment buildings

ïSingle-family homes

ïHotels and motels

ïAssisted living facilities

ïOffice buildings

ïRetail stores

ïMovie theaters

ïLibraries

ïSchools

ïPublic transportation

ïHospitals



Bed Bugs In 
Public Facilities

ÅBrought in by visitors, staff, etc.

ÅBrought in on clothing, coats, shoes, 
bags, purses, briefcases, wheelchairs, 
walkers, etc.

ÅBugs then crawl into the facilitiesô chairs, 
carpeting, equipment, etc. 

ÅA single bed bug does not warrant panic 
or business closure!



--Bed Bug Hitchhikersð

in walker & wheelchair

Photos courtesy of General Pest Control Co.



--Bed Bug Hitchhikersð

in shoe tread
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Control of Bed Bugs In 
Public Facilities

ÅEarly identification is very important

Å Staff should be trained re. what to look for

Å Maintenance and cleaning crews should be on 
the lookout for telltale signs of bed bugs

ÅCapture a bug for positive identification



bedbugfoundation.org

Unfed adults: ~1/4 to 

3/8 inch long

0.2 inch



--A pictorial guide for recognizing bed bugs and other household pests
--Information on integrated pest management strategies

http://u.osu.edu/bedbugs



http://u.osu.edu/bedbugs



IDENTIFICATION SERVICES

Ohio State University Pest Diagnostic Clinic

ÅFee for identification services ($20 per insect 
sample)

ÅID wide variety of insects, arthropods, plant 
diseases, etc.

ÅOnline submission form: http://ppdc.osu.edu 



Typically, you shouldnôt dispose of furniture.

ÅBed bugs will fall off the furniture as you are 

moving it, hence spreading the problem. 

ÅInfested furniture usually can be treated.

ÅBed bugs can quickly infest replacement 

furniture.

ÅItems placed on the curb often are 

picked up and reused, thereby 

spreading bed bugs to other 

households. 

What shouldnôtyou do for 

a bed bug problem?



INTEGRATED PEST MANAGEMENT 

(IPM) PROCEDURES :

Correctly identify the pest

+

Conduct a thorough inspection

+

Use sanitation measures

+

Use non-chemical measures 

+

Apply insecticides to targeted sites



BED BUG HABITS

ÅTypically hide during the day in dark, 

protected sites (esp. cracks & crevices)

ÅCan cling tightly to surfaces

ÅCannot fly or jump

ÅCan walk very fast



In Electrical Outlets

Behind A Hanging Picture

Some bed bug hiding places

In Carpeting

In Furniture


